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Keen Meng Choy & Ichiro Sugimoto

Singapore’s transformation from a trading port to a global city offers a compelling case study in 
long-term economic change. The Economic History of Singapore presents a detailed account of 
the city-state’s evolving economic roles, from regional entrepôt in the fourteenth century, to colo-
nial port city in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and finally to a global hub for trade, fi-
nance, and innovation today. 

As the first comprehensive economic history of Singapore, this volume brings fresh insight into 
the enduring forces that have shaped the city-state’s development, and reflects on its economic 
future. It will be a valuable resource for students and researchers of Southeast Asian history and 
economics, as well as general readers interested in the making of modern Singapore.
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“This meticulously documented, clearly written 
book deftly blends data, economic analysis and 
historical narrative to provide a comprehensive 
and rigorous yet accessible account of Singa-
pore’s economic history, on which it will be the 
definitive work.” 
- Linda Lim, University of Michigan




